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“Outstanding craftsmanship in this stunning Tiny House, absolutely 
amazing! It is decorated so tastefully, with all that your heart can 
desire and comes with an exceptional view. We loved our stay and 
wish it could have been longer. Thank you so much. Highly 
recommended!” 

New Airbnb Tiny House 

In our last issue you we announced the launch of our Tiny 
House Airbnb in Katikati. We have been overwhelmed with 
the response and feedback. In the last month we have hosted 
23 people in the tiny and this month have another 29 booked 
in!  

We invite you all to book a night or two to ‘try before you 
buy’ and why not visit us here at the factory to talk about 
your own build at the same time!  

The Tiny also showcases our new composite decking range 
which is available in 6 colours with module sizes of: 2.3m x 
5.2m, 3.4m x 5.2m and 3.4m x 6.9m. The boards are 95% 
recycled material: 35–40% high density polyethylene and 60–
65% wood fibre. HDPE is non-toxic, does not leech, is strong, 
lightweight and recyclable! 

“Quiet street, very warm, comfortable and cosy. A decent shower, a 
beautiful and private scenic outlook, and close to a supermarket and 
cafes. We were impressed with the quality of this Tiny. The host, 
Rebecca, was prompt in communication, and very friendly - we were 
even welcomed to take a look around her Tiny House factory! I 
appreciated how open to feedback Rebecca was when we met - she 
was keen to understand if there's anything she can do to make her 
guests stay more comfortable. We really enjoyed our time here, and 
fully recommend it to anyone else wanting the Tiny experience, as 
we quickly recognised that 'Tiny' didn't mean 'compromise'. “ 

“The stay was so awesome at this tiny house. The place is 
designed amazingly. Rebecca was so helpful and lovely too. 
Thanks for a great night! I would go back in a heartbeat.” 

Reviews 



New Legislation for Tiny 
Houses on Wheels 
 

We have been very excited to be involved with this 
project as a founding member of the NZTHA and 
Sharla May (who you can read about on page 3) is the 
current NZTHA Secretary, and Project Lead.  

 

Thursday 2nd of July marked an exciting milestone for 
the Tiny House Community. The New Zealand Tiny 
House Association has been working on drafting 
instructions for a new bill for the medium-long term 
dwelling in Tiny Houses on wheels, and on Thursday 
the work was finalised and handed over to the 
government agency to begin the formal drafting 
process! 

The proposed legislation will create a clear legal 
pathway for both, those wanting to live medium-long 
term in tiny houses on wheels (THOWs), and District, 
City, and Regional Councils who have been calling for 
legislative clarity around this accommodation solution. 
To achieve this, the legislation will clearly define what 
a THOW is for the purpose of this bill. It will ensure 
that THOWs are being built in ways that are safe, 
warm and dry for its inhabitants.  

The legislation will create a new way councils can 
approve THOWs. This approval process will recognise 
the significantly lower environmental and social 
impact of a THOW, the nominal use of council 
infrastructure, the common scenario that the THOW 
owner, and the landowner, are two different people, 
as well as the temporary nomadic nature of this type 
of dwelling. 

As the unique and diverse aspects of a THOW span 
several Local and Central Government pieces of 
legislation, this proposed legislation fills the current 
gaps providing the breadth and elasticity to 
appropriately govern and enable this accommodation 
innovation. This legislation will level the playing field 
giving Councils, landowners, and tiny homeowners, a 
clear, easy to follow, and consistent means of 
achieving, administrating and governing THOWs in 
New Zealand. 

The volunteer groups that have developing these 
drafting instructions have been a mixture of individual 
DIY builders and professional tiny house builders to 
develop a bill that works for all. During this process we 
have enjoyed working with Build Tiny, Ecospace NZ, 
Shaye’s Tiny Homes, and Love Shack. Many hours over 
the last year have been spent to make this project 
happen. 

This is a first step of many on the journey to regulatory 
certainty for Tiny Houses on Wheels. The following 
steps will see further legislative drafting, consultation 
with industry professionals, government agencies, 
members of the public, and of course the  tiny house 
community. 



Open Day & Factory Tour  

Thank you to everyone who made it to our open day on the 13th June.  

 

We had just over 60 groups come through the doors in the 4 hours the factory 

was open. We even had people traveling from Auckland, Wellington, 

Hamilton, Rotorua, and Tauranga to attend the open day!  

 

We were flat out answering all sorts of interesting questions, and cooking the 

BBQ. We loved showing you through our factory and taking you to visit the 

showhome/airbnb show home in Sharla’s housebus.  

 

We even had a surprise visit from Bryce Langston from Living Big In A Tiny 

House! If you missed the open day we definetaly will be running another one 

in the near future.  



Introducing Sharla May  

We are excited to announce that Sharla May is our latest 
addition to the team!  

Sharla brings a wealth of Tiny House knowledge with her. 
Sharla runs the NZ Tiny House Conference, is a founding 
member of the NZ Tiny House Association, their current 
Secretary, and Project Lead for the new Tiny Houses on 
Wheels Bill Drafting Instructions.  

Sharla has spent most of 2018 traveling New Zealand in her 
House Bus she converted in 2018.  We are pleased that Sharla 
has decided to call Katikati home and join our team. 

Sat 17 October  
Manukau,  
Auckland  

Tiny House Conference - Double Pass Ticket Giveaway!!! 

To enter email us (sharla@tinyhousebuilders.co.nz) telling us what living tiny 

means to you and we will pop you in the draw. Winner will be announced in 

the next edition.  

 

A note from our Director  

Rebecca…   

With the recent world changes created by Covid-19 we have 
seen unprecedented growth and are in the fortunate position 
to be employing more builders to keep up with demand!  
We are seeing clients with different needs/reasons pushing 
the go button; from returning expat’s, couples downsizing, 
families moving to live with other family members and 
unfortunately divorcees, all clients are in a transition phase 
and looking at alternative ways to build a better life. As you 
may already know we are full for 2020 build spots and 2021 is 
filling up fast. We are ramping up production to keep up with 
demand but please get in touch if you are keen to move 
forward with your build in the near future.  We are looking 
forward to assisting the NZ Tiny House association work 
through the new legislation and are also excited to be part of 
the NZ Tiny House Conference in October.  


